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Who should act as Agent under a
Power of Attorney?
When selecting an agent to act under your power of attorney (POA), you
should choose someone you trust to make financial, business or health care
decisions consistent with your wishes. Therefore, you should talk with
your agent so that he or she understands your wishes and feels comfortable
with carrying them out.
Neither an attending physician nor any other health care provider of the
principal can act as agent for a patient under a health care POA, but a
person not administering health care to the patient may act as agent, even
though that person is a physician or other health care provider.
At all times, your agent must exercise the authority granted to him or her
under the POA in a manner which they believe is consistent with your
intentions and desires. An agent is not legally required to exercise the
powers given to him or her under the POA.
If using the statutory Illinois forms, the principal cannot appoint co-agents.
Successor agents, however, may be designated in the statutory forms.

FAQ’S DISCLAIMER
The CEPC, as a public service, provides educational materials on estate planning topics. Nothing in these materials is to be
considered tax, legal, investment or other professional advice. The information is merely provided for educational purposes and
no action should be taken without consulting your own tax, estate, legal, financial, investment, insurance and other advisors. The
CEPC is not engaged in the business of providing professional services and expressly disclaims any and all warranties in
connection with providing these educational materials. By using these materials, you agree to release and hold harmless the
CEPC, and any of their officers, employees, and the members of the CEPC Public Outreach Committee from any liability,
losses, damages, claims, causes of action, interest, expenses, costs and attorney’s fees arising out of or related to the use of
these materials.

